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CLIMATE

The climate of Saskatchewan is rapidly becoming recognized as one of
the province's most valuable assets. Not only is it healthful and invigorating
but its conditions are such as tend to stimulate the agricultural possibilities
of- the land, especially in respect to wheat growing. These statements may
appear, to those who have not given the matter careful attention, rather start-
ling, since the general reports of earlier days spread a rather gloomy picture
of climatic conditions throughout the whole of Western Canada. Such tradi-
tional misconceptions are by no means uncommon. Earliest explorers in Canada
carried back to Europe most harrowing tales of the severity of the climate
of the St. Lawrence valley. The regions including the present cities of Montreal
and Quebec were pictured in Arctic phrases and for long years the future of
Canada was prophesied to be exceedingly uninviting because of her severe climate.
Fur traders and others interested in keeping vast areas reserved for the purpose
of furthering their own selfish gains took no pains to correct such misbeliefs,
but rather corroborated them. Thus it is that a campaign of education is
necessary to inculcate the truth regarding such matters. Manitoba was at
first condemned as unsuitable for the growing of grain of any description.
Today her wheat belt is steadily enlarging. Saskatchewan has undergone a
somewhat similar experience.

True the winters are cold. No one attempts to deny this. But is this
a detriment? Aside from short spells of extra severity, or a few blizzards,—and
what country has not its off days and storms,—the winters are indeed delightful.
Under foot the ground is frozen hard and dry and the lakes and streams are
covered with a safe sheeting of ice. The snow is dry and powdery,—fleecy
as down,—and the fall is exceedingly light. The air is clear and crisp,—the
sky usually perfectly free from clouds. By day the sunshine spreads a
brilliant glow over the sky and land, and though its heat is small, it dispels
all damp and gloom from the atmosphere, making the air exceedingly dry and
light. By night the silvery moon-beams, the twinkling stars and the ever-
shifting ‘‘ Northern Lights” shed through the motionless air and over the
carpet of snow an enchanting enticement that calls one out of doors in spite
of the fact that the thermometer may be doing its best to terrify one into
remaining by the fireside.

This clear, dry, crisp, motionless cold is not the cold of a damp, dull,
seaside winter with its slush and mud underioot, or its deep snow, heavy atmos-
phere and lowering sky. At twenty-five degrees below zero children romp
and play out of doors entirely unconscious of the cold. Men will tell you that
at forty-five below they experience less difficulty in keeping warm than at
zero in other countries. The dry clear cold of the western provinces is peculiar
to them and a source of wonder and delightful surprise to new-comers. The
fears of encountering a whole winter of climatic severity may therefore be
lightly dismissed and replaced by a picture of real enjoyment. As to the short
spells of excessive cold which must be expected, or occasional blizzards, due
provision should be made to cope with them if it is found necessary to be out
of doors, and to keep the home well warmed within.

The summers are characterized by high day temperatures and an abundance
of sunshine. The heat is not oppressive; the dryness of the air is most marked
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and the nights are cool. Sultry, murky days are almost unknown. The
northern latitudes and expansive prairies give a long period of daylight. In
fact the nights during the summer months are merely short periods of twilight.
The skies appear high and the air exceedingly bright. Thisisnot a mere imagina-
tion but is most noticeable in photographic work. Very rapid exposures of
plates and films may be made on summer days on the prairies. The average
sunshine is nearly nine hours a day during the summer months.

Temperature

The mean temperature of the province for the year is 36 degrees Fahrenheit.
During the growing season it is about 55 degrees. The mean annual precipi-
tation is only about 16-75 inches. This is nearly all in rain however, the snowfall
being very light. It also occurs mainly during the growing months of May,
June and July, when it is most needed by the crops. Asa rule it proves sufficient
for their needs when careful methods of farming are followed. It is, however,
too low for sure crop production, with average careless methods of soil cultiva-
tion: hence dry farming methods are found to be necessary in order to secure
the best results. A certain amount of hail is annually precipitated in varying
districts. The amount varies from year to year. Some sections appear to
be more liable to receive it than others, but its times and places of appearance
as well as its severity are quite uncertain. The percentage of damage it does
to growing crops, taking the province as a whole, is small, though often very
severe locally. For this reason, the provincial hail insurance scheme is in opera-
tion. Severe wind and electric storms are very rare. Only one hurricane
of any account has ever visited the province and its scope was limited to a
small area. Thus taken the year around the climate is more pleasant and health-
ful than that of most countries of the world.

Temperatures throughout the province differ but little from the mean
at any given time and rise or fall with fairly uniform variations. Lower tem-
peratures in the more northerly latitudes are offset to a certain extent by the
shelter derived from the woods and the modifying effects of large bodies of
water. The uniform altitude of the prairies bears an important relation in
this respect. The altitude of the second prairie steppe, which comprises the
greater part of the province, is 1,600 feet on an average. That of the third
prairie steppe, embracing the westerly part of the province and extending
to the Rocky Mountains, is about 3,000 feet.

A very noticeable feature of the climate is the rapidity with which winter
gives way to spring or even summer weather. A sudden rising of the tempera-
ture, with bright sun and soft breezes, and in an incredibly short time the
light mantle of snow has disappeared. Without waiting for the frost “to come
out of the ground” the waters from the melted snow disappear, the ground
surface dries up as fast as it thaws out and in a few days the dust is flying again.
Seeding operations soon follow and the transition has taken place usually without
the proverbial “March winds and April showers” and all their discomforts.
As a rule the snow disappears during March or very early in April. Seeding
operations usually commence about the first week of April. During the past
ten years the average date of the commencement of seeding operations was
April 8th and the average date at which seeding operations were general was
April 18th. Harvest begins early in August and is usually well under way by



